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preaching, and once suggested to his wife that he should
seek commercial work in London*

It is interesting and instructive to remember that this
immense depression of mind occurred in a revival which

unquestionably was a real religious awakening, Villagers
tramped over the hills, and fishermen rowed eight and ten
miles across a dark sea, to the towns where William Booth
was preaching. Local newspapers record that in some
places business was at a standstill. Throughout that corner
of the duchy, from Cambome to Penzancc, the flame raged
with increasing force. Conversions were made in hundreds*
Scenes occurred "beyond description"; the cries and
groans "were enough to melt a heart of stone**; in the
town of St. Just "a thousand persons have been gathered
into membership in the different churches,1'

There was opposition, of course, to this fiery campaign,
The Wesleyans, for instance, decided to close their chapels
to Mr. and Mrs, Booth, Nor did the reports of the revival
influence the 186,2 Conference of the New Connexion, By
56 votes to 15 the Conference decided to accept Mr. Booth's
resignation, and thus any hope he may have nourished of a
return to the Church of his adoption wan effectually
knocked on the head. At the same time the Primitive
Methodists passed a resolution u strongly urging all their
station authorities to avoid the employment of revivalists,
so called.11

In this way William Booth was saved from the coils of
a somewhat narrow ecclesiasticism, and, l>cing driven out
of a particular Church, was driven towards his appointed
destiny* He was not to serve one Church, but all the
Churches; he was not to labour in one country, but in all
countries.

The Booths at this juncture were staying in Ptmance,
and here another child was born, a son, I !erbertf bringing
up the number of the family to five. The situation wan a
desperate one. Wesleyans and Primitive Methodists might
be calling to William Booth from every town in the duchy,
but the ministers had the key of the chapel door, and there
was no admittance for " revivalists, so called/* However,
an opening was made for them in kcdruth, where the Free